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Gross Anatomy 
Å The term cervix is derived from the latin for 

neck. 
ï The lower portion (portio, or vaginal cervix) 

extend into the vagina. 
ï The upper or supravaginal cervix extends 

from the vaginal attachment to the lower 
uterine segment. 
 

Å Topographic areas on the cervical surface 
are conventially identified using the 
numbers on a clock face 
ï A lesion site is by the nearest clock-face 

number 
 

Å In the nulliparaous patient, the cylindrical 
cervix comprises 50% of the total uterine 
size 
ï 3 cm in length, 2 cm in diameter 
 

 

Figure 2.2 



46-year-old 
Normal cervix 



Cervical Canal 

Å 3 cm in length and extends from 
the external os to the lower 
uterine segment or isthmus. 
 

Å It has a fusiform shape and the 
diameter varies 
ï8 mm at its widest point 

 

Å At the cervicouterine junction it 
narrows and becomes rounded 
ï Internal cervical os 

 
Å It contains ridges that disappear 

after vaginal delivery 
ïPlicae palmatae or arbor vitae 

 
 

Figure 2.3 



Squamous Epithelium 

Å The majority of cervix portio is covered by 
stratified squamous epithelium. 
 

Å As the squamous cells mature, they 
enlarge and increase in overall volume, 
while the amount of nuclear material 
decreases. 
ï Basket-weave pattern 

 

Å Cervical squamous cells are arbitrarily 
divided into four distinct layers: 
ï Basal or germinal layer 
ï Parabasal or prickle cell layer 
ï Intermediate or navicular cell layer 
ï Superficial or stratum corneum layer 

 



Squamous Epithelium 

Å Basal layer 
ï One or two layers of small cuboidal cells that 

contain large dark staining nuclei. 

 
Å Parabasal layer 

ï Irregular polyhedral cells with large, dark oval 
nuclei. 

ï Tonofilaments and desmosomes are present 

 
Å Intermediate layer 

ï Flattened cells with glycogen-rich clear cytoplasm 
ï Comprises the majority of squamous cells 
ï The nuclei are small, dark and round 
  

Å Superficial layer 
ï Flat, elongated cells with small pyknotic nuclei 
ï Collagen and keratin filament are present 

Figure 2.5 



Squamous Epithelium 

Å Maturation of squmous cells is 
estrogen dependent and can take as 
little as 4 days. 

ïEstrogen stimulates DNA synthesis 
and shortens the cell cycle 

 

Å In the premenopausal and 
postmenopausal state, the less mature 
squamous cells (basal and parabasal) 
predominate.  
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Colposcopy of Squamous Epithelium 

ÅSmooth featureless surface 

 

ÅOrange or dark pink color 

 

ÅDistinctive oblique capillaries 

 

ÅNot modified by acetic acid 

 

ÅStains mahony brown with iodine 

 

 



Columnar Epithelium 

Å A single layer of tall columnar cells 
lines the endocervical canal 
 

Å The majority of these cells secrete 
mucus. 
 

Å Endocervical cells invaginate into 
the cervical stroma to a depth of 5 
to 8 mm 
ïSince there are no ductal or acinar 

structures, this process technically 
represent crypt formation, but by 
convention they are called 
endocervical glands. 

Figure 2.7 

Figure 2.8 







Columnar 
Epithelium 

ÅCompression of a group 
of arborizing glands can 
result in the formation of 
tunnel clusters 

 

ÅMesonephric remnants in 
cervical stroma 

 

ÅMicroglandular 
hyperplasia is another 
form of benign gland 
proliferation. 

 

 



Colposcopy of Columnar Epithelium 

ÅDistinctive contour 

  

ÅDark red before acetic acid 

 



The Normal Transformation Zone 

Å Nonkeratinized stratified squamous 
epithelium extends from IŀǊǘΩǎ line 
(the embryologic junction between 
the vagina and vulva) to the SCJ on 
the cervix at the ǿƻƳŀƴΩǎ birth. 

 

Å Columnar epithelium is a single cell 
layer of tall mucus secreting cells. 

 

Å Columnar epithelium covers villi, 
small polypoid projections that 
contain central loop capillaries. 



The Normal Transformation Zone 
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The Normal Transformation Zone 

Å In reproductive age women, the SCJ 
is variably positioned on the 
ectocervix or may be slightly within 
the endocervical canal. 

 

Å Later in life, the SCJ may not be easily 
identified colposcopically since the 
cellular interface may be hidden 
deeply within the endocervical canal. 

Figure 8.7 



The Normal Transformation Zone 

Å The traumatized acid-irritated 
columnar epithelium is replaced by 
small, round, nuclear dense reserve 
cells positioned beneath the 
columnar epithelium. 
 

Å These cells eventually proliferate 
and differentiate to form a thin 
replacement layer of immature 
metaplastic epithelium, then a 
multicell layer of mature 
metaplastic epithelium. 
 

Å Initially, this metaplastic cellular 
change appears on the exposed tips 
of columnar villi 
ï Blanching of villi tip 

Figure 8.8 A 

Figure 8.8 B 



The Normal Transformation Zone 

Å The immature metaplastic 
epithelium fuses or bridges with 
immature metaplastic 
epithelium on adjoining villi. 

 

Å Finally, opalascent sheets of 
immature metaplasia are 
formed that extend as tongue-
like projections toward the os.  

Figure 8.8 C 

Figure 8.8 D 
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The Normal Transformation Zone 

Å The epithelial transfomation 
process is episodic but progressive, 
starting in the periphery of the 
transformation zone and advancing 
concentrically toward the os and 
extending up the canal in later life. 
 

Å Noncontiguous islands of 
immature metaplasia may be seen 
proximal to the advancing SCJ that 
eventually coalasce. 
 

Å Maximal TZ activity is seen in late 
fetal life, at the onset of estogen 
surge at menarche, during the first 
pregnancy, an in women using 
combined oral contraceptives. 
 

Figure 8.9 F 



Mature Metaplasia 

Å Multi-cell layer of fully differentiated 
squamous epithelium that lies 
between immature metaplasia and 
the original SCJ 

ïTƳƳŀǘǳǊŜ metaplasia contains 
only a few layers of 
undifferentiated cells 

 

Å Mature metaplasia has two unique 
features not found in original 
squamous epithelium 

ïGland openings 

ïNabothian cysts 







Mature Metaplasia 

ÅGland openings 
ïAdvancing metaplastic epithelium surrounds a cleft 

between columnar villi on the surface but does not 
completely replace all the columnar epithelium and fill 
the space between columnar villi 
ïMucus produced by the deeply confined, remaining 

columnar cells protrudes to the surface through this 
opening.  

 
ÅNabothian cysts 
ïThe cleft becomes occluded by metaplastic epithelium at 

the surface and the mucus produced by the retained 
columnar cells becomes trapped beneath. 



Mature Metaplasia 

Figure 8-10 
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Histology of Immature Metaplasia 

ÅUndifferentiated squamous 
epithelium 

 

ÅVariable villous remnants 

 

ÅDense immature cells, often 
stellate in shape 

 

Å Intense inflammatory cell 
infiltrate 

 



Colposcopy of Immature Metaplasia 

Å Stage 1: Glazed villi: faintly 
acetowhite 

 

Å Stage 2: Fused denser aectowhite 
villi 

 

Å Stage 3: Flat amorphous sheet with 
absent vessels 

 





Colposcopic Features 

Epithelial color 

Before and after application of 3%-5% acetic acid or [ǳƎƻƭΩǎ iodine 

Vasculature 

Type of vessel, vessel patern, vessel caliber, intercapillary distance 

Surface topography 

Flat, ulcerated, raised surfaces 

Margin characteristics 



Colposcopic Signs 

Type of tissue Colposcopic sign Etiology 

Epithelial Acetowhite epithelium Increased cellular and nuclear density 
Increased protein agglutination 

Leukoplakia Traumatically induced, thickened 
superficial epithelium 

Ulceration Absence of epithelium caused by 
trauma, infection, medications 

Vascular Punctation and mosaic Alterations in epithelial capillaries due 
to proliferative effect of the normal 
immature metaplastic process 

Atypical blood vessels Very immature metaplastic epithelium 
Postradiation angiogenesis 
Granulation tissue 



Epithelial Color 

Å Color is derived by the interaction of 
transmitted colposcopic light with the 
epithelium and stroma. 
 

Å The nuclear-to-cytoplasmic ratio of epithelial 
cells and epithelial thickness affect the 
intensity of reflected white light. 
ï As each increases, the amount of white light 

returned to the colposcopist increases, and the 
amount of red color emitted from 
transilluminated blood vessels decreases  

 
Å Healthy mature nonkeratinized stratified 

squamous epithelium (whether original 
squamous epithelium or mature metaplastic 
epithelium) has a pink color.  
ï A network of capillaries underlies stratified 

squamous epithelium, 10 to 15 cell layers thick 



Epithelial Color 

Figure 8.13 
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Epithelial Color 

Å At high-power magnification, tiny, superficially located dark red blood 
vessels can be detected (network capillaries) 
 

Å These loop capillaries in stromal papillae penetrate into the lower one-
third of the squamous epithelium to nourish the maturing cells. 

Figure 8.16 



Epithelial Color 

Å Both columnar epithelium and immature metaplastic epithelium 
appear red. 
 

Å The close proximity of the underlying loop capillaries, which are 
covered by only a single cell layer of columnar epithelium, emits a 
predominant red hue from the transilluminated light. 
 

Å The color of immature metaplastic epithelium varies depending on 
its stage of maturation. 
 

Å Amber yellow, round nabothian cysts may be observed in 
metaplastic epithelium. 
ïNormal arboreal branching dilated vessels 



Leukoplakia 

Å Epithelium that appers white prior to the 
application of acetic acid. 
 

Å Most commonly associated with an increase 
in amount of keratin 
 

Å Etiology includes chronic trauma due to 
pessary, diaphragm, retained tampon. 

 
Å Leukoplakia noted outside the TZ is not 

likely associated with neoplastic process. 
 

Å It may cover and obscure underlying 
neoplastic lesions. 
 

Figure 8.24 



Leukoplakia 

Å It varies in color, size, distribution and contour. 
 

Å Tiny pinpoint white elevations are commonly noted in women 
who have had previous ablative or excisional procedures of cervix 
ïMicropapular projections may assume an intermittent linear pattern, 

radiating from the the os. 

Figure 8.26 



Application of 3%-5% Acetic Acid  

Å Healthy, mature stratified epithelium 
whether it is original squamous 
epithelium or mature metaplastic 
epithelium retains its pink-tan color. 
 

Å The dark red color of columnar 
epithelium becomes blanched assuming 
a transient, translucent white color.  
ï Each villus assumes a more distinct 

outline, appearing as grape-like or 
narrow polypoid structures 

ï The transient white color persists for 
only several minutes, then returning to 
the original red color. 

ï Any persisting acetowhite color after 
this time represents immature 
metaplasia or neoplasia  

Figure 8.31 
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